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In 1708, Raja Shahu, the son of Sambhaji,
returned from the Mogal Camp to Satara, and in-
stalled himself on the throne as the rightful heir of
the elder branch of Shivaji's family. He conferred
the Peshwaship on Bahiropant Pingle, the second son
of Moropant, the first Minister of Shivaji. While in
the exercise of this office and in the full enjoyment of
his soverign's favour and confidence, he was deputed
in 1713 to repel Kanhoji Angria, the then powerful
Chief of Kolaba in the Konkan, who, taking advan-
tage of the dissensions in the Satara family, refused
to owe allegiance to the paramount power, and was
making efforts to establish an independent state for
himself. Bahiropant was unfortunately defeated in
this expedition against the Angria, and for that
simple reason, incurred great displeasure of Raja
Shahu, who removed him from the office of the
Peshwa and appointed in his place, Balaji Vishwa-
nath Bhat, a Chitpavan Brahmin, then in the service
of Dhanaji Jadhav, as Peshwa. He afterwards
rose to great distinction. His descendants usurped
the authority of the Satara kings for themselves
and established their capital at Poona.
Owing to this unhappy incident and the in-
stability of the Prince's favour, the office of Peshwa,.
which the Pingles enjoyed for fifty-eight years,,
ceased to exist in their family in 1716, and with it,
as a consequence, they lost all power and importance
they possessed for several generations, in different
parts of the Maratha Empire. The descendants
of the first family in the Empire were thus soon
reduced to insignificance, if not to obliterate the